




























1. Form 

2. Texture 

3. Leaf shape 

4. Leaf position 

5. Leaf margin 

6. Leaf Veins 

7. Growing season 

8. Hardiness zone 

9. Stems, bark, flowers 

Nine Keys to Plant ID 



Form 
1. Vase                        

2. Columnar 

3. Round 

4. Weeping 

5. Pyramidal 

6. Arching 

7. Irregular 

8. Cascading 

9. Upright 

10.Spiky 

11.Rounded 

12.Mounding 

13.Clumping 

14.Matting 

15.Sprawling 

16.Spikes 

17.Spreading 

 



Common Tree Forms 



White spruce 



Oval 

maple 



Vase 

pecan 



Weeping 

Twisted redbud 



Pyramidal 

aborvitae 



Round 

elm 





Upright 

rosemary 



Spiky 

Red margined 



Rounded 

hawthorn 



V
ase 

Rose of sharon 



Mounding 



Arching 

abelia 



Irregular 
sage 



Cascading 

Japanese maple 



Common Ground Cover forms 



liriope 



Matting 

Creeping juniper 



Sprawling 

lantana 



Short Spikes 
ajuga 



Spreading 

Asiatic jasmine 



2.  Texture 



Space feels larger 



Space feels smaller 





Fine Texture 

Coarse Texture 

Boston fern 

Elephant ear 



3.  Leaf Shape 



Asymetrical 

begonia 



Acuminate 

peach 



Mucronate azalea 



Emarginate 

Paradise 
plum 



Ovoid 

Peace lilly 



Obovate 

canna 



Cordiform 

Vinca major 



Oblong 

Sawtooth oak 



Spatulate 



Oval 
camelia 



Lanceolate 

vitex 



Acicular 

pine 



4.  Leaf Position   



Opposite laurel 



Compound mimosa 



Simple 

sycamore 



Basal Rosette 

Carpet bugleweed 



Alternate 
pecan 



5.  Leaf Margin   



Entire 

Dwarf 
burford 



Undulate 

zonal 



Serrate 

elm 



Doubly Serrate 
River birch 



Dentate 

b
e

ech
 



Crenate 



Lobed 

Post oak 



Parted 

columbine 



Palmate 

Sweet gum 



6.  Veins 

caladium 

gardenia 

hackberry 

prayer 



7.  Growing Season 

By leaf drops:  

Deciduous - no living leaves during dormant (winter) 

season (Red Oak)  

Evergreen - retaining functional leaves throughout the 

year (Live Oak) 

By life span:  

Annuals - plants that normally complete their life cycle 

during a single growing season (pansy, petunia, 

marigold)  

Biennial - plant that normally completes its life cycle 

during a period of two growing seasons (Hollyhock and 

Primrose)  

Perennial - plants that grow year after year, often 

taking many years to mature.  

Unlike annuals and biennials, the perennial does not 

necessarily die after flowering (trees and shrubs) 



8.  Hardiness Zone 





crape 

bur 

elm 

birch 



lantana 

esperanza 

canna 

Desert 
willow 

hibiscus 



forsythia 
rose 

bird 


